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That same day, the Administration an-
nounced support for an effort by various
Iraqi opposition groups and non-govern-
mental organizations to document Iraqi war
crimes and other violations of international
humanitarian law. This effort, known as IN-
DICT, seeks ultimately to ensure that Sad-
dam Hussein and other members of his re-
gime are brought to justice before an inter-
national tribunal. We are in touch with orga-
nizers of INDICT and other parties to dis-
cuss the best means to move forward.

The Multinational Interception Force
(MIF) is facing an increased challenge from
smugglers and Iran. As I have noted in pre-
vious reports, these smugglers use the terri-
torial waters of Iran to avoid the MIF inspec-
tion in the Northern Gulf. With the help of
the Iranian government, which profits from
these activities by charging protection fees,
these smugglers are able to export over
70,000 metric tons of gas oil through the Gulf
each month. This represents a significant in-
crease from the amount included in my last
report. We are working closely with our allies
in the Gulf and with our MIF partners to
develop new strategies to curb these viola-
tions of the sanctions regime.

Although MIF exchanges with the regular
Iranian naval units have been professional
and courteous, Iranian Revolutionary Guard
Corps naval units have been much more ag-
gressive in confronting the MIF and are ac-
tively involved in aiding the smugglers. The
MIF is acting with good judgment and cau-
tion in its encounters with Iran. Our objec-
tive is to enforce sanctions—not to engage
in unproductive encounters with Iran.

We regularly provide detailed briefings re-
garding developments in MIF sanctions en-
forcement to our MIF partners and Gulf Co-
operation Council allies. We also are working
closely through our mission in New York with
the U.N. Sanctions Committee and like-
minded allies on our approach toward Iran
and sanctions violators, generally.

The MIF continues to process the mari-
time traffic involved in lifting oil from the
Mina Al Bakr offshore terminal and the de-
livery of much-needed humanitarian supplies
to Umm Qasr in Iraq. So far, those oper-
ations are proceeding smoothly. The smug-
gling trade, however, continues to force the

MIF to devote scarce resources to sanctions
enforcement. This has resulted in fewer ships
available to process the legal humanitarian
shipments that bring food and other supplies
to Iraq under UNSCR 986.

The United Nations Compensation Com-
mission (UNCC), established pursuant to
UNSCR 687, continues to resolve claims
against Iraq arising from Iraq’s unlawful inva-
sion and occupation of Kuwait. The UNCC
has issued over 1 million awards worth ap-
proximately $5.2 billion. With the advent of
oil sales under UNSCR 986, 30 percent of
the proceeds are being allocated to the Com-
pensation Fund to pay awards and finance
operations of the UNCC. Initial payments
out of the Compensation Fund are currently
being made on awards in the order in which
the UNCC has approved them, in install-
ments of $2,500.00. In January 1997, the
United States Government submitted claims
totaling approximately $8.8 million for ex-
penses incurred in the efforts to assess and
respond to environmental damage in the Per-
sian Gulf region caused by Iraq’s unlawful
invasion and occupation of Kuwait.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. I remain de-
termined to see Iraq comply fully with all
of its obligations under U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions. My Administration will con-
tinue to oppose any relaxation of sanctions
until Iraq demonstrates its peaceful inten-
tions through such compliance.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at Braulio Carrillo National
Park, Costa Rica
May 9, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr.
President, for delivering on the rainforest.
[Laughter] You know, in my part of the Unit-
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ed States, the children are raised with an old
proverb that has come true today. The prov-
erb is, ‘‘you must be careful what you ask
for in life, because you might get it.’’

Well, Dr. Macaya, to Joaquin Viquez—
didn’t that young man do a great job. You
should be very proud of him. He was terrific.
[Applause] Thank you.

To all of those who have spoken before
and who have come here, and let me thank
the members of my Cabinet and administra-
tion who are here, and also the members of
the National Park Service. Hillary and I have
tried to make sure we’re at at least one of
our national parks every year, and I think
it’s fair to say that they are the most popular
public servants in the United States, so it’s
nice to see them. In the case of Mr. Findley,
someplace besides Yellowstone. I’m glad
you’re all here. Thank you all very much for
what you do.

Most of what needs to be said has been
said. I come here to emphasize the impor-
tance of the forest that surrounds us, the
chain of life not only in Costa Rica and
Central America but to all the world. We
know that the rainforests of the world pro-
vide us with a good deal of our oxygen and
enormous resources coming out of the plant
and animal life they contain. We know that
the forest helps us keep our climate stable
to preserve our soils, to protect our rivers.
It nurtures plants that provide food and
clothing and furniture and medicine. And
from the stunning quetzal bird to the stealthy
jaguar, we know that the marvelous animals
must be preserved for all to see.

There is a new understanding today in the
world between the bonds that connect
human beings and their natural environment.
We know we have to preserve them, and we
know that in the end economic development
itself cannot occur unless the environment
is preserved. That is the lesson of the Rio
Earth Summit 5 years ago, the driving force
behind the CONCAUSA Alliance between
the United States and Central America that
President Figueres discussed, and also the
driving notion behind the way we want to
integrate this hemisphere—not just in trade
and economics but also in education and
health—and finally, in common cause to sus-

taining the treasures we see around us here
today.

Costa Rica is showing the way. You heard
President Figueres say that now more than
one-quarter of its land is being protected.
The unique natural resources are generating
jobs and income. Just before I came up here,
Secretary Babbitt gave me the figures on
Costa Rica’s tourism income because of the
commitment the people of this country have
made to preserving and protecting the natu-
ral environment. We now know we have to
do this not only in our hemisphere but
around the world.

You know, the examples that the President
cited I thought were quite important. We are
pursuing ways to reduce greenhouse gases.
There is some doubt about exactly what in-
creased greenhouse gas emissions are doing
to the climate, but no one doubts that they’re
changing the climate, and no one doubts that
the potential consequences can be very pro-
found and severe.

Almost 3 years ago, the Vice President of
the United States, Al Gore, and President
Figueres signed an agreement that will help
United States companies greenhouse gas
emissions by investing in environmental
projects in Costa Rica.

Today, there are more than a dozen of
these joint projects all across Central Amer-
ica, promoting solar energy in Honduras,
geothermal energy in Nicaragua, forest man-
agement in Belize. Now the carbon certifi-
cates created by the Government of Costa
Rica and the United States companies will
provide a new way to finance these invest-
ments. Proceeds will go to clean power
plants, protecting or planting forest, launch-
ing other programs that pay environmental
dividends. This is a long way from the philos-
ophy which prevailed in this country, in our
country, and indeed throughout the devel-
oped and the developing world just a few
years ago.

From electric buses, which the President
pointed out, to wind-driven power plants,
Costa Rica’s ambitious plans prove that we
can have clean air and renewable energy in
ways that create jobs here and in our country.
That bus, I believe, was made in the Vice
President’s home State of Tennessee. And he
asked me to say he appreciates it. [Laughter]
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Third, let me say a special word of appre-
ciation for something the President men-
tioned, and that is the work that is being done
with the rainforest and with the space pro-
gram by Dr. Franklin Cheng Diaz to deal
with Chagas disease, which kills 20,000 peo-
ple in Latin America every year. The idea
of combining what we know about space and
what we find in the rainforest to make people
have better and healthier lives is another
stunning reminder that we destroy these re-
sources at our peril.

Last, let me say, we’re finding new ways
to preserve our natural heritage. Once, our
National Park Service worked with Costa
Rica to help to set up your incredible net-
work of parks. Now the Costa Rican Park
Service is returning the favor by helping us
to use your computer software in ways that
will enable our park rangers at Yellowstone,
which is the shining diamond of our park sys-
tem, to catalog and preserve its natural won-
ders.

Soon after we complete this moment, Sec-
retary Babbitt and Minister Castro will sign
an agreement strengthening our cooperation
for the next century. We’re also working to-
gether to help other countries take better
care of their wildlife, train professionals to
manage fisheries in Argentina, run national
parks in Paraguay, teach conservation in
Guatemala. Now we have to work across na-
tional lines to protect the habitat of the song-
birds, the sea turtles, the other creatures that
migrate between our shores, and to stop the
illegal and deadly trade in endangered spe-
cies.

Yesterday in San Jose, President Figueres,
our fellow leaders, and I pledged to make
sustainable development a cornerstone of
our relations. It will be part of the 1998 Sum-
mit of the Americas in Santiago and, eventu-
ally, the foundation of a larger global effort.

We must ban leaded gasoline everywhere,
not just in Costa Rica, and control pesticides
in our hemisphere, and reach a global agree-
ment to phase out the most dangerous toxic
chemicals. We have to protect our own for-
ests and work with the United Nations to de-
velop a strategy for the sustainable manage-
ment of others around the world. And we
must meet the challenge of climate change,
regionally and beyond our hemisphere.

Together, we can make this a very historic
year, Mr. President. As you know, the United
Nations is having a special session next
month on the environment. I am pleased to
be leading America’s delegation to the U.N.
I hope many other world leaders will be
there. Together, we need to reaffirm the
spirit of Rio and lay out the concrete steps
we’re going to take to move ahead to make
the preservation of the global environment
and sustainable development the policy of
every nation on Earth.

We are seeking to build a world where
people live in the 21st century in harmony,
not at war with each other; when they recog-
nize that they have more in common than
what divides them; when they no longer seek
to elevate themselves by demeaning other
people. That kind of world will only occur
if we are also generous, wise, and good to
our natural environment, and where we do
not expect today’s growth to threaten tomor-
row’s survival. That is my commitment. That
is Costa Rica’s commitment. Let us make
sure we realize it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
Before the paper is too wet, we have to

ask Secretary Peña, Secretary Babbitt, and
Minister Castro to come sign our agreements
on electric transport and parks on behalf of
our two nations. And we hope that the pens
still work. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Dr. Gabriel Macaya, rec-
tor, University of Costa Rica; Mike Findley, super-
intendent, Yellowstone National Park; Joaquin
Viquez, student who introduced the President;
Dr. Franklin Cheng Diaz, director, Laboratorio
de Propulsion Avanzada Especial de la NASA; and
Costa Rican Minister of Natural Resources, En-
ergy, and Mines Rene Castro. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
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